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2019 Newsletter 



Office Contact Information:

Administrator:  Kendra Lawrence
Address:  Box 1109 Moosomin, SK
S0G 3N0
Phone: 306-435-4950
Fax:     306-435-4313
Email:  cao@rmofmoosomin.com
Website: www.rmofmoosomin.com


Office Hours:
 
Monday to Thursday
8am - 12pm and 1pm - 4pm
Closed on Fridays

Council Members:

Reeve: David Moffatt -       435-9245
Div. 1   Sean McTavish -    435-9843
Div. 2   Rob Hanson      -    435-8020
Div. 3   Herb Doll -              434-7643
Div. 4   Mark McCorriston- 435-6811 
Div. 5   Murray Swanston - 434-7457
Div. 6   Ernest Dobson -     435-9591
Div. 7- Vern Hamilton –      434-6653




New Councilor – Division 5 General Election 2026


 



ELECTION DAY (DIVISIONS 2,4 &6)
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2026
Every two (2) years there are Municipal Elections.  The 2026 elections will be for Councillors of Divisions 2, 4 & 6 on Wednesday, November 9, 2026.   The term of all members of Council is four (4) years.  The Nomination Period will begin when the Returning Officer publishes the Call for Nominations in the paper by September 20,2026.  Nominations may be filed during regular office hours from the time of the Call for Nominations to the deadline of 4:00 pm on Nomination Day (Wednesday, October 5th). You are required to complete a Public Disclosure statement that forms part of the nomination papers. 
To be eligible to run for Council you must be at least 18 years of age, a Canadian citizen, eligible to vote in the Municipality and a resident of Saskatchewan.  

Serving on a Municipal Council can be an eye-opening experience.  There are many good reasons for running for Council:  you would lead change in the municipality and be actively involved in the decision/policy making of the Municipality, address issues relevant not only to our Municipality but all rural municipalities, contribute your experience and knowledge to the community just to name a few.  As an Elected Official you will be entrusted to make decisions that affect the daily lives of the ratepayers of our Municipality.  A Council’s main purpose is to provide leadership and make policy.    A municipal council makes decisions collectively – Council as a whole (based on a majority vote) make the decisions after carefully weighing all pieces of information available.   Decisions/Policies of Council are made by either passing a resolution or enacting a bylaw and then the administrator implements the decisions/policies.  

If elected you are required to attend monthly Council Meetings (generally the 2nd Tuesday of each month), special council meetings as required, committee meetings and possibly conventions, workshops, and training.  Councillors receive a renumeration (payment) for their attendance.  

If you are interested in running for Council you may wish to check out the following websites:
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/municipal-administration/elections/running-for-municipal-office
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/municipal-administration/tools-guides-and-resources/information-for-council-members
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/municipal-administration/elections/running-for-municipal-council#council-roles-and-powers



Council Meetings:

Council meetings are generally held the second Tuesday of each month at 8:30 a.m. in the Municipal Office in Moosomin.

If you would like the opportunity to speak to council, please make an appointment by contacting the office at least one week before the date of the meeting.


Public Works Information:

Construction Crew – 
Dave Osbourne & Jason Heathcote

Maintenance Foreman - 
Bobby Stevens
Maintenance– Blake Kennedy
Maintenance- Faron Gibson
Water Operator/Supervisor
Amber Hamilton
Waste Water- Carl Bowey
 
Permits are 




The RM of Moosomin has a new Councilor for Division 5 – Murray Swanston. He was acclaimed to council in May 2026 thru the By-election process. Welcome to the table Murray!!    He is replacing outgoing councilor Dale McAuley who has relocated to Alberta with his wife Rose.  Dale served as Division 5 councilor from November 2015- January 2026.  

Road Construction 2026
The municipality has plans to construct (clay-cap) 2 miles of the Fleming Grid (North of Sections 4 & 5-13-30-W1). This should be in the process of construction by July 15. 
The Poole road is also in the plans for road construction. There is an approved drainage plan with WSA- that will be completed prior to the road being clay-capped. 
 Controlled Burn – 1-866-404-4911 – if you are planning a controlled burn call the number so you are not billed for a fire call.  The number is answered 24/7- 365 days a year.
If there is a FIRE BAN issued by the municipality and you burn you will be charged with a fire call (if fire department responds) and a fine.  Most importantly DID YOU KNOW ….. you are NOT covered by your insurance and could be liable for any damages that occur as a result of that fire.  
Notices are posted to the website www.rmofmoosomin.com, sent via email to anyone that has submitted the email consent form and to the RM’s facebook page. 

Keep in mind when burning that fire guards should be in place before burning.  A water source and other means of extinguishing the fire should it get away, it should also remain under constant supervision until burn is complete.   

ANNUAL REMINDER
Passing Municipal Equipment/Workers- We request that when passing municipal equipment and workers that your speed be reduced to 60km/h.  IT IS THE LAW!!  Section 203 (1)(c) of the Traffic Safety Act states that:    “ No person shall drive a vehicle on a highway at a speed greater than 60 kilometers per hour when passing… (c) any highway equipment on a highway that has ministry issued warning lights in operation, whether in motion or not”  This means gravel road and municipal equipment with flashing lights!! 

Wells- Reminder of Yearly Notification for Users of Non-Potable Wells
Please be advised that the health region no longer monitors the bacteriologic water quality of Non-potable wells.  Therefore, water from municipal wells in the R.M., available to the public, are not treated or tested and is considered unsafe for human consumption.  DO NOT USE this water for drinking, cooking, food preparation and oral hygiene purposes

DID YOU KNOW 

Gravelling - The R.M. does not accommodate private gravelling of lanes or yards.  Please contact private contractors for your project needs.

Mowing- Has begun and we ask that you ensure gates are swung into your property to prevent damage to your gate and municipal equipment.
Note for next year- IF you wish to cut ditch hay please contact the office before June 15th to let us know.

Snow Pushing/Ridging- Snow cannot be pushed out onto the municipal roads it causes safety issues for traffic.  Please keep it to your own property.

Facebook/Website – The municipality has both a website www.rmofmoosomin.com and a facebook page to assist in providing up to date notice of events, notices, bans etc.  Facebook- RM of Moosomin

Legion Hall – Division 7 – is available for rent anytime for $75.00. Contact the office to book a birthday party, wedding anniversary or other event where space at home is just not enough. 


Membership Benefits , Programing for Producers 
These are some of the programs/benefits available to agriculture producers.  If anyone has accessed a program that could benefit fellow producers please reach out to me at the Municipal office by phone 306-435-4950 or email cao@rmofmoosomin.com – so that we can assist each other with the sharing of information. 

APAS- https://apas.ca/membership-and-benefits/my-rewards
 
Agriculture Health and Safety Network -  https://cchsa-ccssma.usask.ca/aghealth/index.php

Agriculture in the Classroom- https://aitc.sk.ca/

Programs for Farmers & Ranchers – Government of Saskatchewan - https://www.saskatchewan.ca/business/agriculture-natural-resources-and-industry/agribusiness-farmers-and-ranchers/sustainable-canadian-agricultural-partnership/programs-for-farmers-and-ranchers
There are multiple programs on the Government of Saskatchewan website- noted below are the 2 of the top I have seen accessed. 

Farm and Ranch Water Infrastructure (FRWIP) – The Farm and Ranch Water Infrastructure Program provides rebates to develop secure and sustainable agricultural water sources, such as wells, dugouts, pipelines and dams.

Animal Health and Biosecurity Program- the items listed below are for cattle. However, the website lists 9 different animals that producers can access the program with.  Please check out the entire program through the link provided.  There are details about ineligible items (such as equipment-it must be new not used) and how to apply.  
Eligible items include:
· Veterinarian assessments are voluntary and are funded to maximum of $500 per operation. This can include more than one assessment or a follow-up assessment. Applicants who share livestock facilities will be considered one operation and subject to the maximum rebate of $500.
· Biosecurity or animal welfare Protocol Manuals or Standard Operating Procedures developed by a veterinarian or clinic for use on your livestock operation.
· VBP+ audit (includes recertification audit) rebates are eligible to a maximum rebate: of $625 for Level 1 (cow-calf); $875 for Level 2 (backgrounding); $1,000 for Level 3 (feedlots) and $125 for each secondary VBP+ audit/certification for the operation.
Biosecurity Improvements:
· Segregation pen:
· Metal panels, metal gate(s) and metal feed trough/bunk(s).
· Gates(s) and metal bunk(s) must be purchased and claimed in conjunction with the metal panels.
· Deadstock site fencing (may include metal panels and gate, sucker rod or drill stem, metal or wood posts, all types of wire, staples or fasteners).
· Fencing to prevent access to stored feed and standing water (may include metal panels and gates, sucker rod or drill steam, metal or wood posts, all types of wire, staples or fasteners).
· Radio Frequency Identification technology (RFID) tag reading equipment (tags are not eligible).
· In-vessel composter for mortality management.
Animal Welfare Improvements:
· Hoof trimming chute and/or tilt table (stationary or portable, hydraulic or manual, including leg restraint(s).
· Bud box (metal).
· Cattle oiler.
· Loading chute (metal, adjustable and stationary or portable).
· Livestock weigh scale package. Package may include load bars or load cells, platform, weigh indicator and cables. Weigh indicator may be purchased as part of package or standalone. Group scales and auto weigh scales (that weigh animals in a pasture or pen environment without restraint) are not eligible.
· Feed scale used in conjunction with feed or mixing wagon. Feed or mixing wagons are not eligible.
· Squeeze chute:
· Portable or stationary, manual or hydraulic including powerpak, all types of gates, head gate, palpation cage and extra restraints, purchased as part of a package or standalone.
· Alleyway (metal, all types of widths and lengths).
· Crowding tub (metal, all sizes).
· Rubber traction matting for loading facilities and working cattle facilities.
· Calving/maternity pen (metal, all types with headgate).
· Portable calf cart with headlock.
· Calf tip table/chute/spin chute, including neck extender.
· Remote surveillance for calving:
· All equipment, antennas and cables to support up to four indoor cameras and up to four outdoor cameras (e.g., 20x PTZ), repeater and recording unit with hard drive.
· Vaccine cooler:
· Vaccination/medication organization system including vaccine tubing, holsters and medicine administration guns (must be claimed as a package).
· Remote surveillance for water monitoring:
· Game camera connected to cell service to monitor water sites.
· Range booster.
· May include level and temperature monitoring equipment, SD card.
· Portable corral systems or portable handling systems.

Resilient Agriculture Landscapes Program- assists producers for forage establishment, grazing, water treatment- https://www.saskatchewan.ca/business/agriculture-natural-resources-and-industry/agribusiness-farmers-and-ranchers/sustainable-canadian-agricultural-partnership/programs-for-farmers-and-ranchers/resilient-agricultural-landscapes-program
	Category
	BMP
	Cost-share
	Funding Cap

	Land Use
	Seeding Forage - Tame Forage Stream
	50 per cent
	$30,000/*$60,000

	
	Seeding Forage - Native Forage Stream
	90 per cent
	$30,000

	
	Targeted Grazing
	50 per cent
	$50,000

	Grazing Management
	Grazing Management - Native Rangeland Stream
	60 per cent
	$20,000

	
	Grazing Management - Riparian Stream
	60 per cent
	$20,000 

	
	Rangeland Health Assessment
	50 per cent
	$10,000

	Livestock Stewardship
	Intensive Livestock Management
	30 to 70 per cent
	$200,000

	
	Extensive Wintering Site Management
	60 per cent
	$50,000

	
	Livestock Water Protection
	90 per cent
	$20,000

	
	Sulphate Water Treatment
	50 per cent for technology
	$20,000

	
	
	75 per cent for wastewater storage
	



 
Ducks Unlimited- Forage Program- https://www.ducks.ca/resources/landowners/forage-program/
Ducks Unlimited- Marginal Areas Program- https://ag.ducks.ca/program/marginal-areas-sk/

Saskatchewan Association of Watersheds (SAW)- https://saskwatersheds.ca/programs/
The Saskatchewan Watersheds Environmental Agriculture Program (SWEAP) is one that has programs to assist producers in both crop production and grazing.  
The Saskatchewan Watersheds Agriculture Environment Program (SWEAP)  has been awarded $40 million dollars of funding through the Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s On Farm Climate Action Fund (OFCAF)  to deliver extensive agriculture stewardship programming to Saskatchewan Producers.  SAW works with producers to increase the implementation of select Beneficial Management Practices (BMPs) on farms in Saskatchewan to address issues related to climate change in agriculture.  
The BMPs eligible under SWEAP focus on three categories:
1. Improving Nitrogen Management:  
a. The use of Polymer Coated Urea (PCU), and urease and nitrification inhibitors.
b.  Incorporating legumes into the crop rotation. 
c. Split fertilizer application and equipment upgrades 
d.  Soil testing, soil mapping and agronomic services. 
2.  Increasing adoption of cover cropping: 
a.    Per-acre payment towards seed and/or seeding costs to seed cover crops.  
3.  Expanding the adoption of rotational grazing:  
a.  Cross fencing and perimeter fencing to support a grazing plan developed by a Professional Agrologist.
b. Water system infrastructure to support a grazing plan developed by a Professional Agrologist. 
c. Pasture Composition Improvement: Over-seeding of legumes into existing forage stands.  
Program Guidelines:
· All projects need to be either a new practice for the operation OR an expanded acres where the practice was not done prior to 2022.
· All projects must be endorsed by a licensed agrology professional.
· Invoices must be dated on or after February 1, 2025.
· Total payments cannot exceed $100,000 from all OFCAF funding sources for the period February 7, 2022 and March 31, 2028.
Applicants work directly with SAW’s Agri-Environmental Coordinators to apply to SWEAP. 
· Project verification may include invoices, proof of payment, GPS stamped photos and/or other BMP dependent documents.
· SWEAP is subject to change without notice

SARM- Strychnine Stewardship Program - https://sarm.ca/strychnine-stewardship-training/
SARM- Gopher Control Program (Rebate)- https://sarm.ca/programs/sustainable-canadian-agricultural-partnership/gopher-control-program/

Radon Test Kits- both the RM of Moosomin and RM of Martin are participating in the Take Action on Radon 100 Radon Test Kit Program.  Each municipality will be receiving 100 test kits in late September/early October to be handed out to participants FREE of Charge.  
-please call the office to get your name on the list for wanting a Radon test kit.  We will notify you once they are available for pickup.
- the radon tester is setup in your home for 90+ days- following that they are to be returned to the Municipal office – so that they can be mailed to the lab.  
-you will receive your own personal test results to your email/mail after the lab has processed the tester. 

[image: ] Saskatchewan has some of the highest indoor radon levels in Canada, with up to one in three homes potentially exceeding the Health Canada guideline of 200 Bq/m3. Due to high uranium levels in the soil, testing is essential for all homes. Long-term testing (over 3 months) is recommended, often performed during winter. 

Radon Facts in Saskatchewan
- High Risk Area: Radon, a radioactive gas produced by the breakdown of uranium in soil and rock, is the second leading cause of lung cancer.
- Prevalence: While 16% of homes and higher in some regions previously tested over the guideline, recent studies suggest that in some areas over 60% of homes may test above the 200 Bq/m³ limit.
- Entry Points: Radon enters through foundation cracks, sump pits, and floor drains.
- Newer Homes: Tighter, energy-efficient building construction can lead to higher indoor radon levels. 

Testing and Mitigation
- Timing: Testing is best done during colder months, as the "thermal stack effect" pulls more gas from the soil.
- Mitigation: If levels exceed 200 Bq/m³, reduction (mitigation) techniques, such as sealing foundation cracks or installing sub-slab depressurization systems, should be implemented.
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